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	FROM THE EDITORS DESK
It is obvious the club facilities  have been updated by the many improvements which have taken place over the last few years; things like the re-cladding of the main hangar, wiring and roof on the maintenance hangar and the list goes on. These upgrades have just about finished with perhaps the outstanding task being access for disabled visitors.  This has all been achieved through the difficult and time consuming work of applying, successfully, for grants and implemented by the fantastic work of a dedicated group of members but it does not stop there.
The club now needs new members to put meaning into all of this work but how do we encourage them? The committee is pushing ahead with some ideas in that regard however we can all help.
Generally we think we are pretty good at making people, even casual visitors, welcome. We, generally, are smug or at least not surprised, when we hear of the reception visitors receive when presenting to a gliding club. The following is an example.
A person with a life long desire to learn to fly made the effort to attend a particular gliding club to enquire about joining and fulfilling that ambition. The visit was not a success from any point of view.
There was nothing to indicate where enquiries could be made. There was no action, other than a cursory glance, from a group standing around a glider, a bloke in the club house continued doing whatever he was doing and could not have been less interested in answering  the tentative questions asked. Obviously the prospective member left and took up other activities. 
There is no doubt we would all condemn that particular club because it couldn’t happen in our club; or could it?


CLUB WRAP
· With the implementation of new fire warning categories the committee is clarifying, with the CFS, what the ramifications are in the case of those days declared “Catastrophic”. It may get a little confusing where one area is declared (i.e. the Mid North) and the Flinders is not.

· The approach to our club as well as others, by the Air Cadets has been responded to and despite the fact that our return information went missing in the mail, we are still in the mix. This will be a boost to the club with the exposure of what we have to young people from a diverse back ground but common interest.

· It is now possible to pay your flying account by Electronic Funds Transfer and you are encouraged to do this where possible. It does not mean the end of the “Blue” book (which may only disappear when the de-briefing bell is melted down) for those who still wish to use it, but it does make it easier for the treasurer and also means there are less funds held on site.

· Club members attended the Maitland Show assisted by Anne Philcox and Derek Spencer, from the Uni club, who took the simulator. It is intended the club have a presence at more regional shows in the future.


· In conjunction with the development of a strategic plan, some considerations have been barnstorming at Pt Vincent and a safari to Mt Beauty. The thinking is on going.

· The planning and gradual implementation of a replacement for the Hilly winch is underway.


· There will no doubt be great delight amongst members that the bill for one of our aircraft landing at Jandakot in Western Australia has been withdrawn.  No matter how good the search there was no record of the flight in the Cross Country book. The only conclusion for such an omission is reluctance to pay the air craft hire.

· Indications are that a tapered splice on the rope when it breaks, increases the life of the rope (it seems most breaks occur on joins) so the tapering of splices is encouraged.  It is not difficult.

· The club intends hosting a training day for instructors from all state clubs involved in the implementation of the General Pilots Certificate.  The proposed date is 26th of April .which is a holiday.

· The Pylon race day was a fizzer with only circuits all day so it is planned to have another go on the 24th April.

· Good to see Dean Underwood attending the club a couple of times recently after a long period of discomfort. Dean’s history in gliding is interesting; for example, he started flying at Gawler before joining Balaklava and even flew for a period at Stonefield.

· Alan Powell is having a run of outs and has been out of circulation for a while with a sojourn to the hospital in Ardrossan.  There is no doubt those who have met, or know, Alan wish him well.
MEMBERS MURMURINGS
Andrew Horton

The 48th Multiclass Nationals

Let me start by saying that a National comp is not for novices.  You’d need at least some good experience at lower-level comps before attempting something like this.  But, having done that, make a vow not to come last and then go for it.
I’ve attended several Easter regattas at Gawler over the years, and the last one I went to was in 2000, where Bernard and I were the only non-Gawler participants.  After that the comp lapsed, but has been resurrected by Andrew Wright.  Unfortunately I wasn’t at the last such comp (2009) but in retrospect I should’ve been as they had spectacular weather.
I haven’t been to any other club or state comps at other clubs actually… until recently at Waikerie.  I had a go at 2007-08 (coming 10th out of 14, and that only by virtue of the last place-getters not flying every day), and 2008-09 (4th out of 10, but Terry Cubley won every day so if you discount him and restrict it to those who were in it for the hell of it then I came 3rd out of 9 - grin). I was going to do the same this season but then came the announcement that Waikerie’d host the Multiclass Nationals this time.  So I had to step up a gear or two.  Colin very kindly offered to crew for me, and Jess came along as well, ending up helping out magnificently with the timesheets.
We’d dragged the Mozzie to Waikerie for the preceding week (on 26 December in fact) and set up on the 27th for the start of Bernard’s Coaching Week (which I used as practice).  I managed to disgrace myself on the first flying day by outlanding at Loxton airfield on the way to Renmark, but as Colin said I’d got my one outlanding for the season out of the way.  On one of the coaching days I managed a 500.
At the end of the coaching week, the Mozzie’s EW logger failed completely, so I had to steal the Volkslogger from Roger who was about to trailer the Mini-Nimbus back to Balak.
The Nats ran from 4th January (practice day) to the 15th.  Total of 53 gliders in 4 classes – 20 in Standard, 16 in 15-metre, 8 in 18-metre and 9 in Open.
The practice day was just another comp day but the results didn’t count for anything; it was also useful for getting rid of teething problems.  Anyway, for 15-metre the task was a speed task, Sandalwood – Lindsay River for just under 300 km.  I managed 13th out of 16, with one competitor not flying.
Day 1.  Wanbi – Karawinna for 359 km.  I came 13th out of 16 again, with one competitor not flying, and of all things Haidyn Dunn outlanding.  The Volkslogger (stuck in the back of the glider) was powered from a spare battery that I happened to have, also stuck in the back of the glider.  I also had my trusty Garmin GPS as a backup nav device; it turned out to be useful on at least one occasion. It’s powered by rechargeable AA batteries, which ultimately turned out to be a nuisance.
Day 2.  Assigned-area task this time, with the possibility of indifferent conditions allowing the set task time to be reduced from 3 hours to 2.5 hours with no task change.  Bakara (35 km radius) – Peebinga (40 km) – Overland Corner (10 km).  Keith Willis was also there in the PW5 but not competing; he was willing to be sent up as sniffer each day.  He reported indifferent conditions to 2700 ft, then back down to 2000 ft, then nearly 3000 ft in weak lift, then 3200 ft, then nothing, and so on (you get the idea).  Then 3500 ft, and 15-metre launched as they were the first class off the grid.
Quite a few were observed remaining low, and the tugs were held on the ground for a while, then eventually the decision was made to send the 15m on their way and to can the day for the rest, as by now they’d’ve launched too late for anything worthwhile.
I came 11th out of 16, with one not flying, in improving conditions, and in fact conditions were good enough to have allowed everyone else to launch and get away.  I beat Haidyn again!
Day 3 (which for everyone else was day 2, resulting in massive confusion for the rest of the comp).  Swan Reach – Wentworth, for 445 km.  Conditions were getting better, and I found a ripper shortly after Swan Reach (to 8500 ft, the highest I got all day), but I managed to get lowish around Wentworth (outlanding there would’ve meant a nice long retrieve!).  Fortunately I found something worth working, and around that time WVC managed to meet up, and we stayed together for a bit.  Then I set off, and so did Grant, but at a higher speed, and the last I saw of him was somewhat ahead, and much lower.  I ended up 8th out of 16, with two pilots outlanding.  Grant got back home, in 11th place.  I beat Haidyn again!

Day 4.  Five turnpoints this time, to extend the task without sending everyone so far away that retrieves from there would take all the following week.  Peebinga – Paringa – Mt Mary – Wandi – Woolpunda.  512 km.  The hotter ships were sent further afield at the first two turnpoints, thereafter their task was the same.  Early start and forecast thermals to 11000 ft. I was last off the grid for 15m, and started immediately the start gate opened. Reasonably good lift to Peebinga, but not all that high. Found a few thermal markers, which helped. Then a substantial deviation because there was a good dusty there which gave good lift, just when I needed it. The run from Peebinga to Paringa was also good, getting up to 6500 or so, and in the process seeing someone waaaay low struggling to stay up. I took another deviation, running along the scrub-line.

Then everything went pear-shaped. It got real soft (well, for me, anyway) and Renmark airport didn't deliver its usual thermals, just some insubstantial rubbish. Found a good dusty near Lake Bonney, so charged over there (and finding nothing reasonable on the way there either!) and worked it. Thereafter, nothing. And I was starting to get a bit desperate, to the extent of working some junk just to be able to proceed a bit further. I looked like landing at the Tele-track, but proceeded on, and got lower (ultimately down to about 2000 ft) and had got the phone out and was phoning Colin up when I hit a monster thermal, which just proves my theory - if you're about to outland, radio or contact someone to say you're going in, and you'll find good lift. 10 kts to the top, although it petered off a bit near the top.

Then charged off to Mt Mary. Spotted some others much lower, so didn't worry about them a lot. Turned Mt Mary, and headed to Wanbi. Then the Flarm lit up like the Victoria Square Christmas tree, and suddenly there were 13 more gliders a bit below me. Shortly after that, we were all in one gaggle working something reasonable. Later on during that leg, the 13 turned into 19, and there we were, 20 of us in one gaggle, with about 1000 ft from top to bottom, mostly open and 18m, who are out to win at all costs, and it's damned hard thermalling with them. Meantime the Flarm's screaming louder than the vario and all I can do is keep my head out of the cockpit. Eventually I split off from them in a long glide on the way to Wanbi, and found something worth using, and without the hassle of coping with 19 others. Then another good thermal or two, followed by Wanbi and the run home. Another good thermal just after Wanbi got me final glide. The rest was an anti-climax. Meantime I'd been hearing on the radio that some others were struggling at Renmark, and I was hoping for a good score. But people like Terry Cubley are experts at these conditions, and I was well beaten, and 14th of 16. One pilot missed his allocated start.  BTW, I beat Grant again... but Haidyn beat me by lots this time!

By now the Garmin GPS was being powered from the same extra battery that was powering the Volkslogger.  The Garmin can monitor battery voltage, and it was showing 10.3 volts, which meant that the extra 12V battery was a pile of junk.  Since the Garmin still had its own internal batteries, I could remove it from the 12V supply, and I had to do this just to ensure that the Volkslogger still worked.  I needed the Volkslogger because the only way I could get anything off the Flarm was to use a USB-to-serial cable.  I managed to break the one I normally used, and a trip to Waikerie turned up one more, which unfortunately worked with everything except the Flarm.  So the Flarm couldn’t be used for logging…
I’ve since obtained everyone’s flight traces and have replayed all those for that day – SeeYou struggling to keep track of 53 tracks simultaneously.  It was easy to see what happened – both tasks managed to coincide on the leg from Mt Mary to Wanbi, and everyone just followed the pack.
(Continued next issue)
AIRWORTHINESS
There is nothing specific to report however;

· The form 2 surveys of the aircraft starts about this time of the year.


· Make sure you use the “Canopy Only” chamois, and clean water, when cleaning the canopies and use the recommended procedure, not a circular motion.

· Check the specifications if inflating a tyre; it seems that, in many cases “That’s about right!” is far too tight.  Just to make the point about the energy in tyres, one of the main causes of injury (even death) to the man about the house is wheel barrow tyres which have been overinflated.


· Remember that the sun shining through an opened canopy can be magnified to the extent that a fire can be started inside the cockpit in very short time.

TAIL SLIDE
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The future of our Instructors is in good hands             “I won’t be anywhere near this when it goes Bang!”
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       The Smiling Statesman!                           “Did some one say a Bingle?”
	2010

	10th April
	Committee meeting
	1930 hrs. Put your name down on the list if you are  staying for dinner

	24th April 
	Pylon Race
	A revisit of the event which was a non event in March
Come along and try your hand at outsmarting some of the dodgy participants of the past.

	26th April
	GPC Instructors forum
	This has been organised to allow instructors from across the state to discuss implementation of the Glider Pilots Certificate

	
	
	

	
	
	


Please note that while every effort is made to keep this calendar accurate and up to date there may be the occasional change or correction at short notice.
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