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	FROM THE EDITORS DESK
Annual dinner and trophy night
Nov 14th at 1830 hrs

Royal Hotel Balaklava

RSVP by 7th Nov
Guest Speaker: Terry cubley


CLUB WRAP
The Annual general meeting was held on the 22 of August with an attendance of about 30 members including Associates. Those elected to office were as follows
· President Steve Shuck

· Secretary   John Bradbury

· Treasurer  John Cheetham

· Committee: Peter Oldfield, Wal Maygor, Ulrich Stauss,  Roger Cox, Jeff Watson, Tim Lacey, and Tom Yeatman who succeeds Grant Hudson.  Welcome to Tom and a big thank you to Grant for his input.

· The opening, by the local federal member, of the hangar refurbishment will be on Monday the 30th of November at 1400hrs.  It would be good to have a reasonable number of members in attendance.  There will be other openings of sporting facilities over a short space of time culminating with an informal gathering in the Triangle at 1500hrs

· Mercedes College will be attending the club on Tuesday 7th November so a crew will be needed for that
· A list is on the board for the coaching week at Waikerie.  If you intend going, even if only for a day, please put your name on that list.  The number attending will determine which aircraft go and remember it is a club event.
· The annual dinner and presentation night will be held at the Royal hotel in Balaklava on the 14th November at 1830 hrs.  Please put your name on that list no later than 7th November. 
· That old stalwart Bevan Spencer, advised the club that he will not be attending as he has in the past; other interests, in particular miniature railways, combined with a feeling of having achieved every thing he desired in gliding, brought about this change of direction.   He did try to resign until some one pointed out that he is a life member and there is only one way of resigning from that.  

AIR WORTHINES
John Hudson

CANOPY CARE

A sailplane canopy is a very integral part of the sailplane structure which provides excellent visibility to the crew if it is well maintained and clean. It is also a very expensive part of the sailplane. A dirty canopy will interfere with the ability of the crew to see other airspace users and will add to fatigue. For these two reasons alone, pilot’s must understand and practice canopy care.
Canopies are made of plastic – specifically Perspex, expertly moulded to fit the particular sailplane and be almost optically perfect (minimal distortion when looking through the Perspex). Perspex is a relatively soft plastic, easily scratched. Any scratch is difficult (if not impossible) to remove and maintain the optics.
NEVER 
a) Touch a canopy, other than by the handles provided – or finger prints will


     be left - which collect dust.



b) Leave a sailplane unattended with the canopy open (ever) – it may be


    blown shut and damaged.



c) Use dirty water or chamois to (attempt to) clean a canopy. 


d) Force a canopy or its lock/s closed or open – check for seat belts, water



    bottle hoses, clothing etc jamming the canopy or lock/s
DO

a) Support an open canopy in windy conditions.



b) Clean the canopy with a CLEAN chamois, always using clean water.



c) Wipe the “storm-window” rails with a clean chamois.



d) Remind other Club members and Visitors not to touch the canopy.



e) Be mindful of seatbelts, clothing (Caps in particular), personal equipment



    etc fouling the canopy, preventing it being closed or locked.

Canopy Covers

Canopy covers are provided mainly to keep the cockpit cool in hot conditions. Covers should only be placed over a clean (ie dust free) canopy (or the canopy cover acts like sand paper).

If a canopy cover is accidently dropped onto the ground, attention must be focussed on ensuring the cover is clean and free of stones, sticks etc which may scratch the canopy.

Cleaning Agents
Clean water is the most appropriate cleaning agent, used with a chamois or soft cloth. The water should be regularly changed – dirty water acts as an abrasive. If a canopy is particularly dusty, use liberal amounts of water to “wash” away the dust.
Various “polishes” and plastic cleaners may also be used, including Mr Sheen, Plexus and Repo car polish. 

Canopies should be cleaned at the end of a days flying before any “bugs” etc harden and stick firmly. 
When cleaning a canopy, always work, in long continuous strokes from front to back - never across the canopy. This creates the best finish to look through. 

Clothing / Personal Equipment
Items of clothing (buttons, zippers, closures etc), personal equipment (rings, watches, water bottle hoses, GPS / Logger leads etc and seat belts may prevent the canopy from being closed. Don’t force the canopy or the locks closed – check for an obstruction and remove it.
Ground Handling

When moving a sailplane around on the ground, ensure the canopy is locked closed. This will prevent the canopy bouncing around.

Damage

If any damage is caused to a canopy, advise the Instructor. It is important that any damage be addressed promptly to prevent further damage (cracks propagating etc).

With the appropriate attention and care, a canopy will last for many years, offering an uninterrupted view from the cockpit.

John Hudson.

MEMBERS MURMURINGS
There is no doubt that all glider pilots have, at some stage, wondered at the chance of a mid air collision; the co-incidence of two aircraft being in the same latitude and longitude, at the same altitude, at the very same moment in time.

Obviously, when we know there are other aircraft around we expect there is a greater chance of such an occurrence.  Again obviously, and very clearly, quite rightly, we are trained and expected to be on the look out for the aircraft we “know” is not there.  How often though do we become a little slack in our look out on a quiet day, particularly in winter?  We forget “co-incidence” or is it chance?

There have been two times I have experienced memorable examples of co-incidence.  One was in about 1978 and involved an experience my grand father had as a share farmer in 1914, so is not relevant in this case apart from the fact is was a “co-incidence”.   The second case also may not be relevant but has a link to the club as it involves the 1915 model T Ford of which some of you are aware.

Indulge me a little when I tell you we finally finished up in Balaklava after living and working in WA, Victoria, and various places in South Australia, all of which could easily have become our permanent home; it really was only by chance, or “co-incidence”, we finished where we are.  So how does the T model come into this?

The Ford, as some of you know, came into my possession in July of 2007.   It had belonged to my eldest brother (Fred) who died in 1991 and, because he had not married had left the vehicle in an ambiguous trust to the eldest son of the eldest son type thing, which meant in this case, my eldest nephew. By chance this lad had an FJ Holden to restore, no mechanical ability and no interest in the Ford.

By chance the shed in which the Ford sat, unwanted, for the best part of 17 years finally succumbed to the ravages of weather and a previous fire and had to be replaced.  As the landscaping had altered over the years the replacement shed had to be smaller and in a different location from the previous structure, which meant the unwanted Ford had to go, and it was only by chance that I happened to be staying at my brother’s place when this decision was made.  Consequently the Ford was passed into my possession in 2007.

Part of my job is representing the rural industries program on the committee which organises the TAFE site at the YP field days and it was quite by chance that one of the other members suggested we have an old car as the main part of our display site and so it was the Ford was on display.

On the last day of the field days a bloke walked into the shed and said he recognised the Ford and asked if the number plate for it was a particular number which he quoted.  My response was along the lines of his question being a bit ridiculous because the vehicle was, despite appearances quite a bit older than me and there was no way I could tell him what the  number was.  After he insisted a couple of times I remembered that I had tossed into the boot a number plate which I had, just by chance, grabbed out of a box of stuff which came with the car and which I had intended putting on the vehicle while it was on display and had not had time to do; this of course meant the there was no way the gentleman could have seen the plate.

I think I was more surprised than he that the numbers co-incided; that is the number he quoted was that on the plate. The obvious question was, how did he know?  He recognised it the vehicle!

The vehicle was bought new by his great grandfather and sold in the late Thirties to a property owner from the South East.  That is not unusual or necessarily worthy of comment neither is the fact that the original owner lived at Windsor, on the highway south of Pt Wakefield.

What struck me is when I was told from where it was bought;  Underwoods Balaklava Motors!

After 92 years the vehicle is back to where it started from.

So, what chance or two aircraft being at the same latitude and longitude, at the same altitude at the same moment in time, or is it just ‘co-incidence’?
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	Nov 10th
	Mercedes College
	Another visit from this group.  We will need a crew 

	Nov 14th 
	Annual Dinner
	Details to be advised

	26th Dec to 6th Jan (TBC)
	Coaching week
	The Flinders have gone so grab the chance to have a look at the river while it is still there!

Great flying and socialising.


Please note that while every effort is made to keep this calendar accurate and up to date there may be the occasional change or correction at short notice.
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